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Description

Translated from the French

  To write an introduction to the Bible seems to me a deeply serious and difficult matter. To take up a Book which is the harmonious whole of all
God's thoughts, of all His ways with regard to man, and of His determinate purpose as to the Christ, and as to man in Him; wherein also is set
forth the revelation of what God is, of man's responsibility, and of what God Himself has done for man, as well as of the new relationships with
God into which man enters through Christ; - a Book which reveals what God is in His nature morally, and the dispensations in which He glorifies
Himself in the sight of the heavens and their inhabitants; which lays bare the secrets and the state of the human heart, and at the same time
unveils before it things invisible; which begins where the past touches eternity, and leads us on through a development and a solution of all
moral questions to the final point where the future merges in eternity, according to God; - which fathoms moral questions in the perfect light of
God revealed, and makes known to us the groundwork of new relationships with Him, according to what He is, and what He is in infinite love ...
to undertake, I say, to open up the path (in as far as it may be given to man to be the instrument for it, for God alone can do it effectually) so that
the mind of man may understand the ways of God as He has revealed them is a task that may well make one recoil before its difficulty and
seriousness, when we reflect that we have to do with God's thoughts as revealed by Himself. How marvellous indeed is this divine parenthesis
in the midst of eternity, in which the febrile activity of the fallen creature displays itself in thoughts which all perish, urged on by him who wields
his power as a liar and a murderer; but in which also the nature and the thoughts of God, His moral being and His determinate purpose, until
then eternally hidden in Himself, are, while testing man and manifesting what he is, revealed and fulfilled through the Son, that they may in their
final result appear in an eternity of glory to come, in which God, surrounded by blissful creatures who know Him and understand Him, will
manifest Himself
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